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IN  an  Essay  published  in   1879   I  discussed   the
causes  of the  decline of Mohammndan  Civilization,

and I found that they 'were two-fold. On the one
hand the Kor-aan not only Inculcated the general prin-
ciples of human conduct but also prescribed detailed
rules for our guidance in every department of life.
On the other hand, the circumstances of his situation,
made the Religious Leader of Arabia assume also the
powers of a political leader, and thus both spiritual
and temporal powers came to be concentrated iu one
and the same chief.

The Kor-aan gave us a body of rules for sale and
purchase-of property, for inheritance and succession,
for marriage and divorce, for punishment of crimes,
for war and retaliation, for almost every conceivable
branch of human activity. Delivered by an Arab
lawgiver to tribes of the Aral.) race they were conge-
nial and naturally suited to the understanding and
temperament of those among whom the laws were
promulgated. Their success was therefore immediate*
and complete. In a short time Egypt, Syria, Persia
were subjugated and the law of the Kor-aan was ap-
plied to govern the Copt, the Hebrew, the Greek